
Discussion of ”Central Bank Liquidity Reallocation and Bank
Lending: Evidence from the Tiering System”
By Altavilla, Boucinha, Burlon, Giannetti, and Schumacher

Joao Monteiro
EIEF

BSE Summer Forum 2024
June 7, 2024



Do reserves crowd out loans?

What happens when interest on reserves decreases?

1. Reserves and loans are substitutes.
- Reserves crowd out loans.

2. Reserves and loans are complements.
- More liquidity reduces bank risk.
- This leads to more lending.

The paper: find evidence that low-liquidity banks view reserves and loans as complements.
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The Paper

Shock and data: introduction of tiering by ECB.
- Banks with no excess reserves see their deposit rate ↑.
- Banks with a lot of excess reserves see their deposit rate ↓.
- Use Anacredit to trace effects on credit supply.

Outcome variables: trace out effect on credit supply.
- Small reserve vs. big reserve banks.
- Start with money market - transfer of reserves.
- Then look at relative credit supply.
- End with results on possible misallocation.
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Empirical strategy - credit supply

Main specification of the paper is

log Loanf ,i,t = β1 × 1{t ∈ Interim} × ExposureFeb 2019
i

+ β2 × 1{t ∈ Interim} × ExposureFeb 2019
i

+ β3Xi,t + γf ,t + δi,f + εf ,i,t

- Within-firm results and across banks.
- Look at difference in slopes.
- Announcement vs. implementation.

Model hypothesis: E small reserves > 0 =⇒ β1 ≥ 0, β2 > 0.

3 / 18



Result 1: transfer of funds from high- to low-reserve banks

- Banks with unused allowances obtain more funds.
- Mostly through lower lending.
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Result 2: bank lending increases for low-reserve banks

- Economically significant: loan volumes increase by 4.7%.
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Comment 1: what is the control group?



How does tiering work?

- In September 2019, ECB cuts DFR to -0.5%.
- They also introduce a tiering system.

Average rate on reserves = 0 × Exempt
Reserves − 0.5 × max{Exempt − Reserves,0}

Reserves

- Exempt reserves = 6 × 0.01 × Liabilities︸ ︷︷ ︸
minimum reserve requirements

.
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How do returns on reserves change?
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How do returns on reserves change?
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How do returns on reserves change?
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Does the response of the control group matter here?

ATTslopes = E small reserves × Shocksmall︸ ︷︷ ︸
>0

−Ebig reserves × Shockbig︸ ︷︷ ︸
<0

E ≡ d logCredit
d logRate on reserves

When do we get falsification?
- Falsification = E small reserves < 0 and ATT> 0.
- Problem only exists if Ebig reserves > 0.
- Does not seem to be a likely scenario.
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E ≡ d logCredit
d logRate on reserves

When do we get falsification?
- Falsification = E small reserves < 0 and ATT> 0.
- Problem only exists if Ebig reserves > 0.
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Does the response of the control group matter here?

ATTslopes = E small reserves × Shocksmall︸ ︷︷ ︸
>0

−Ebig reserves × Shockbig︸ ︷︷ ︸
<0

E ≡ d logCredit
d logRate on reserves

Can we get dampening?
- Can we underestimate E small reserves > 0?
- Yes, if Ebig reserves < 0.
- Then, finding ATT > 0 must mean E small reserves > 0!
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Still can get finer identification

Authors use a DiD setting with varying slopes.
- Why not a simple DiD?

My recommendation: split banks into bins.
- All units are treated.
- Exposure is heterogeneous.
- Banks with reserves > exemption are the control group.
- Split all other banks into bins of exposure.
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Comment 2: what are the implications for QT?



What are the implications for quantitative tightening?

What happens to credit if the ECB changes the DFR?

d logCredit = ∑
b

sb ×
d logCreditb

d logReservesb︸ ︷︷ ︸
Eb

× d logReservesb

d logDFR︸ ︷︷ ︸
χ>0

×d logDFR

= χ · d logDFR · ∑
b

sb × Eb

- Joint distribution of elasticities and shares matters.
- If elasticities are driven by level of reserves, then F (Reserves, s) is the crucial object!
- Can use results in paper to think about impact conditional on distribution.
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Quantitative tightening

Compare case with Eb = Ē with heterogeneous elasticities.

d logCredithet − d logCredithom = χ × d logDRF ×
[
Ehigh + slow ×

(
E low − Ehigh

)
− Ē

]
≈ χ × d logDFR × slow ×

(
E low − Ehigh

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

identified in paper>0

What if d logDFR > 0?
- d logCredithet − d logCredithom > 0.
- Expect Credithom < 0.
- Decline in credit with heterogeneous elasticities is less severe.
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Quantitative tightening

Compare case with Eb = Ē with heterogeneous elasticities.

d logCredithet − d logCredithom = χ × d logDRF ×
[
Ehigh + slow ×

(
E low − Ehigh

)
− Ē

]
≈ χ × d logDFR × slow ×

(
E low − Ehigh

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

identified in paper>0

What if d logDFR < 0?
- d logCredithet − d logCredithom < 0.
- Then, it must mean that expansion in credit is less pronounced.
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Comment 3: firm selection



Do bad firms borrow from multiple banks?

Result: loans to bad borrowers do not behave differently from loans to good borrowers.

- Firm-time FE means regression only includes firms that borrow from two different
banks.

- In fact, require one treated and one control bank.
- Are these firms very different?
- What is the distribution of quality within these firms?
- Is it different from distribution across all firms?

My recommendation: run regression with and without firm-year FE.
- All firms and firms with multiple banks.
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Concluding remarks

I really like this paper!

- Super important question in the even of quantitative tightening.
- Very hard to get causal evidence but authors do a great job.
- I think a back-of-the-envelope calculation can elevate the paper.
- What do we learn about elasticities?
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